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Presidential QRM 
By Sam Lipson, KO6JR 


The end of the year is here. The MDARC Holiday Party is on Wednesday, 17 
December. I hope to see you all there. At our annual party, we will be honoring those 
of us who really went above and beyond in service to the amateur community. We will 
also have the opportunity to mingle in a festive atmosphere and just have a good 
time. 

The potential obstacles to our hobby never seem to end. This month, the Contra 
Costa County Board of Supervisors will begin considering a new telecommunications 
policy which may affect our antenna structures. We just went through this with Wal- 
nut Creek and Concord will also be looking at their ordinances in the near future. We 
all need to speak out on this topic to assure our continued operation in support of our 
communities. Information on these issues will continue to be published here and 
announced on our nets. 

Looking into the new year, we will all have the opportunity to enjoy our hobby in 
many ways. For those of us on HF, the sun-spot cycle should be picking up a bit. Our 
repeaters are back up to the high level on the new tower on Mt. Diablo which will 
allow more far reaching local communications. Public service events will begin in the 
spring and all of us should try to participate throughout the year. 

So, looking forward to lots of holiday presents improving our shacks and to a 
prosperous and healthy new year, | look forward to serving as president next year. 

73, de Sam, KO6JR 


From the Repeater Committee 
By Jim Brunk, Chairman 


Signal Strength 

The committee would like to thank Jay Caldis, KT6Y, JC Smith, KOHPS, Arnold 
Harding, KQ6DI, Dick Brown, KT6X and Bruce Smith, KC6JMN for returning sig- 
nal'strength reports. Last month we published the signal report form in the Carrier. 
It is also found on the Design Link BBS and will soon be on the web page. If you 
encounter signal strength of less than S9, send in a report. 


The Committee 

Bugs got into the listing of the committee members published last month. Here is 
the corrected version of the list which is also found on the Club’s BBS. Any interested 
club member is invited to join us. We meet the first Saturday of the month to plan and 
discuss the operation of the repeaters and nodes. 


Name Email 

Tim Barrett wd9biv@earthlink.net 
Jack Beck jbeck@ebmud.com 
Jim Brunk brunk@ix.netcom.com 
Howard Burk hburk@earthlink.com 
Jay Caldis pcaldis@earthlink.com 
Bert Dawson none 

Keith Lattin n6pmf@juno.com 
John Lytle Design Link BBS 

JC Smith kOhps@amsat.org or Design Link BBS 
John Stuart jwsa@pge.com 
Lauren Styles Istyles@california.com 
dim Tittle jtittle@asphere.com 
Barry Winkler kc6wya@earthlink.net 
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Mt. Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club W6CX 


P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill; CA 94523 
(510) 932-6125 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo 

Amateur Radio Club (MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to 
publish all material submitted by the membership provided 
such material is in good taste, relevant to amateur radio and 
of interest to MDARC members, and space is available. 
- All material must be submitted to the editor by the first of 
day of the month of publication. Material is accepted on a 
first-in, first-out basis. Articles and other material may be sub- 
mitted via Internet email to w6uv@dnai.com (preferred), or 
delivered to the editor at the address listed below. Material 
will be accepted in plain ASCII, Word for Windows, or 
WordPerfect format. Material may also be submitted as 
hardcopy. 

All material published in the Carrier may be reproduced for 
noncommercial use provided such use credits both the MDARC 
Carrier and the author of the article. Copyrighted material 
without accompanying written permission to republish will not 
be accepted. 

The opinions expressed in the Carrier are soley those of the 
editor or other contributors and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of either the Board of Directors or membership of 
MDARC. 


Club Officers 
President 


Sam Lipson, KO6JR (510) 229-5705 


Vice President 


Cal Groom, KE6Q0EH (510) 439-7843 


Secretary 
Donna Cook, KE6PPM 


(510) 682-9810 


Treasurer 


Greg Estep, KE6VTA (510) 820-2208 


Emergency Coordinator 
Charles Arthur, AC6WU (510) 706-2625 


Directors 

Paul Dickey, N6JOX 
John Stuart, KM6QX 
Ed Ritchie, K6SFD 
Tom Seabury, KO6RO 


(510) 376-3971 
(510) 283-2797 
(510) 837-3265 


Membership Chairman 


Pete Smith, W6NZY (510) 680-7106 


Carrier Editor 
Jerry Gardner, W6UV 
2236 Tahiti Drive 
San Ramon, CA 94583 


(510) 735-7325 


Rocky Ridge Repeater Committee 
Chairman 


dim Brunk, N6BHX (510) 372-8248 


Technical Manager 
Barry Winkler, KC6WYA (510) 427-2121 


W6CX Repeaters 

147.060/+ (100 PL) 

224.780/- (077PL) 

441.325/+ (100 PL) 

ATV: Input 1253.250 Output 427.250 (Cable 
Channel 58) 
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From the Repeater Committee 
continued from page 1 
Interference 


An unhappy side effect of having a high level repeater is that the pod! of 
people who want to jam or otherwise disrupt legitimate users becomes larger. 
The long time policy for dealing with these people is to ignore them. This 
non-response removes the gratification that the jammer is looking for. If you 
are harassed don’t acknowledge the interference, justsay that:you are going 
to change frequency or go off the air. 

The committee is working with the Official Observers 4 to resolve « com- 
plaints of interference. Don Smith, W6NKF, coordinates this program in 
this area. The OO’s operate under a memorandum of understanding be- 
tween the ARRL and the FCC to investigate violations of the rules. The 
OO’s are the only people who can directly deal with the FCC to bring jam- 


_ mers to justice. Don can be contacted via e-mail at w6nkf@aol.com. 


MDARC Board of Directors Meeting Minutes. 
November 10, 1997 


The hatitiy meeting of the board of directors of MDARC was called to 
order by President Sam Lipson, KO6JR, at Baker’s Square Restaurant in 
Concord on November 10, 1997, at 7:30 pm. Other members present: Cal 
Groom, KE6OEH; Greg Estep, KE6VTA; George Roush, WB6OFH; Donna 
Cook, KE6PPM; John Stuart, KM6QX; Tracey Schwartz, KE6TOT; Jim 
Brunk, N6BHX; Tim Barrett, WD9BIV; Dick Brown, KT6X; Tom Seabury, 
KO6RO; Howard Burk, KE6PTT; Paul Dickey, N6JOX; and Jerry Kornbau, 
AA4K. 

Treasurer Greg, KE6VTA, reported a balance of $33,019 in the com- 
bined account, not including Pacificon. 

George, WB60FH, and Tracey, KE6TOT, reported on plans for the holi- 
day social to be held on December 17, at the Contra Costa Country Club, 
801 Golf Club Road, Pleasant Hill. Doors open at 6:00 and dinner will be 
served at 7:00. A signup sheet will be available at the general meeting on 
Friday, November 21. Sam will locate a master of ceremonies and members 
who are familiar with the history of the club. 

Jim Brunk, N6BHX, expressed gratitude to the repeater committee for 
all of the hard work they have done in bringing back the repeater. John 
Stuart reported that he was able to hit the repeater on a handheld radio from 
the top of Mt. Lassen recently. Jim suggested soliciting input from repeater 
users as to signal quality throughout the area. 

Vice President Cal said that John Stuart will show slides and photos of 
the tower and antennas at the next monthly meeting. 

John, KM6QX, said that there will be a RACES training session held in 
Martinez on Saturday, November 15, covering the Incident Command Sys- 
tem. 


New Business: 

Jerry Kornbau, AA4JK, was introduced as the new webmaster for 
MDARC. 

The ballot is on the web for the upcoming election, and one copy can be 
sent with the Carrier. Sam would like the board’s permission to mail addi- 
tional copies for additional family members, by first class mail, with one 
ballot for every family member. Mailed ballots must be received by 5:45 p.m. 
Friday and ballots can also be brought to the monthly meeting. The term for 
director is erroneously listed as two years instead of one. Tom, KO6RO, 
made a motion that the board give Sam the authority to solve the issue and 
print a new ballot, if necessary. Motion carried. 

There was some discussion of methods of promoting our club and its 
activities to the public. There are several local sources to contact for publica- 
tion of announcements of club activities, such as the local cable channel and 
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newspapers. Donna, KE6PPM, has volunteered as public in- 
formation officer for 1998, and will contact several people who 
have experience in this type of position. 

Sam will update version the MDARC information brochure 
with collected input for changes and corrections. 

The next board meeting will be December 8 at 7:30, at 
Baker’s Square. The meeting was adjourned at 8:45. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donna Cook, KE6PPM 


MDARC General Meeting Minutes 


November 21, 1997 


The meeting was called to order at 8 p.m. by President 
Sam, KO6JR. 

Jim Wallace, WB6LQG, gave the year-end VE report: 350 
applications resulted in 18 tech plus, 148 technician, 38 gen- 
eral, 19 advanced, and 26 extras, including Pacificon. Ap- 
proximately 600 elements were given. Tonight eleven hams 
were tested and all passed, including one novice. 

Tony Stanton, AC6GM, reported that approximately 35 
people participated in classes in 1997, with a 99% pass rate. 
Classes will begin again in March 1998 at the Pleasant Hill 
Adult Center. 

Jim Brunk, N6BHX, reported for the repeater committee 
and asked for input from anyone using the repeater as to signal 
strength. 

Pete Smith, W6NZY, reported that several new members 
joined as a result of Pacificon. He is now accepting renewals. 

Visitors and upgrades were introduced. 

There will be no meeting on the third Friday of December. 

Tracey Schwartz, KE6TOT, announced that the holiday din- 
ner will be held on Wednesday, December 17, starting with a 
no-host bar at 6:00 p.m. with dinner served at 7:00. Location 
will be Contra Costa Country Club on Golf Club Road in Pleas- 
ant Hill. Cost will be $15 for adults and $8 for a child’s plate. 
See George or Bertha Rousch. Reservations must be in by 
December 11, and checks should be made payable to MDARC. 

Lauren Styles, WA6CIE, announced the door prizes. 

Mike Patterson, KE6JGA, reported on participation in pub- 
lic service events in 1997 by MDARC members. Total number 
of events was 20, with approximately 1116 hours contributed. 

Treasurer Greg Estep, KE6VTA, reported a bank balance of 
$33,019 in the MDARC checking account. The Pacificon 
committee will meet tomorrow at Baker’s Square at 7 a.m. for 
breakfast, then proceeding to the Sheraton for a tour of the 
facilities available for Pacificon 1998. 

President Sam discussed the proposed Contra Costa County 
1997 Telecommunications Policy. Comments should be re- 
ceived by the Community Development Department no later 
than Monday, December 1, 1997. An informal meeting will 
be held on December 8, 1997, at 2:00 p.m. in Room 108, 
651 Pine Street, Martinez, to discuss the comments received. 
It was moved that we ask Harry Styron, K6MFV, to represent 
our interests. Motion seconded and carried. Please submit 
your comments to Harry Styron, 1111 Civic Drive, Suite 380, 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596. 


This is the meeting at which to vote upon the previously 


proposed dues structure, which is as follows: 
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-Regular membership one vote $20 
-Family membership one vote each $30 
-Associate membership one vote $10 
-Rocky Ridge autodial privilege-additional $30 
-Rocky Ridge family membership $35 


The call for the question in favor of voting carried. The 
proposed dues structure passed, but not unanimously. 

Motion made, seconded and passed to approve the Octo- 
ber minutes as published. 


New Business: 
The ballots have been counted and the following officers 
have been elected for 1998: 


President Sam Lipson, KO6JR 
Vice President Stuart Cannon, KE6OFD 
Secretary Paul Dickey, N6JOX 
Treasurer Greg Estep, KE6VTA 


Emergency Coordinator 
Director - two-year term 
Director - two-year term 


Robert Hampton, KF6FGH 
Cal Groom, KE60EH 
Keith Lattin, N6PMF 


The next board meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. December 8th 
at Baker’s Square in Concord. The main topic of discussion 
will be the 1998 budget. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

The business portion of the meeting was adjourned at 8:35, 
followed by a program outlining the history of the repeater, 
with slides and diagrams, given by John Stuart, KM6QX; Keith 
Lattin, N6PMF; and Barry Winkler, KC6WYA. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:35. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donna A. Cook, KE6PPM 


Pacific Division Update 
By Brad Wyatt, KEWR 


FCC Announces Electronic Renewal Form 900 

The FCC's Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (WTB) has 
consolidated eight renewal forms into one. Form 900, “Appli- 
cation for Electronic Renewal of Wireless Radio Services Au- 
thorizations,” is an interim measure to permit all licensees of 
the WTB, including hams, to renew their licenses electroni- 
cally. 

Form 900 is only for renewals, not for license modifica- 
tions. You can only enter changes (e.g., name, address) using 
Form 900 as a part of the process of renewing your license. 
You can only use Form 900 if the expiration date on your 
license falls within the renewal window, which is within 120 
days of expiration. You cannot use Form 900 to renew an 
expired license. Form 900 may only be submitted electroni- 
cally. 

Access Form 900 on the WTB Electronic Commerce page, 
http://www.fcc.gov/wtb/electcom.html. Select “Production 
Page for Electronic Commerce Applications” to access the Form 
900. Thanks - FCC and ARRL Letter Oct. 3. 


New FCC Commissioners Take Office 

The new FCC Commissioners took office in early Novem- 
ber. They are William Kennard, Chairman, previously General 
Counsel of FCC, Michael Powell, previously chief of staff at 
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the Justice Department’s antitrust divi- 
sion, Harold Furchtgott-Roth, an econo- 
mist formerly with the House Commerce 
Committee, and Gloria Tristani, formerly 
a New Mexico state utilities regulator. 
They join Susan Ness, the sole commis- 
sioner who continues. 


Vanity Call Sign Gate 4 to Open 
Dec. 2, 1997 

General, Technician Plus, Technician 
and Novice Class amateur operators may 
request a vanity call sign on or after De- 
cember 2, 1997. 

The details for requesting a vanity call 
sign follow the pattern used on the pre- 
vious gates. QST, Pacific Division Up- 


Look tor the 
#RO Home Page 

on tha World Wide Web 
DtipyAwav hamradio com 

px RC EER TNE 


ANAHEIM, CA 92801 
933 N. Euclid St. 

(714) 533-7373 
(800) 854-6046 
Janet, WATWMB, Mgr. 
Near Disneyland 
BURBANK, CA 91508 


2240 Livingston St. 

(510) 534-5757 

(0) 954-6046 
lark, KEGOFP, Mgr. 

ie 880 at 2310 Ave. ramp 


SAN DIEGO, a tae 
75 Haare Villa Rd, 


wy. 
So. trom Hwy. 101 
REW. pip hy DE ia 
N, Dupont Hwy, 


Sri hey §44-4476 
WRK, Mot. 
aria ie mi,, $0. 1-205 


+ SSB. CW. AM, 


PHOENIX. AZ 85021 
1939 W, Ouniap Ave, 
4602) 242-3515 


WOODBRIDGE, VA 22191 
‘Washington 0.C. area 
tonets voe pleas Or. 


(a) 444-4799 
Bick, AAGOB, Mgr. 
Ext 161. 1-95, So. to US 1 


xit 1, 1-93; 

28 mi. No. of Boston. 
AZ, CA, CO, GA, VA 
festoents add sales tax. 


to change without notice, 
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dates and other publications detail the 
use: of Forms 610-V and 159 for filing 
electronically and in paper document 
format. The fee is $50 for the 10 year 
license. 


Handi-Ham Camp in California An- 
nounced 

The next session of HANDI-HAM 
Radio Workshop (Camp) will be held at 
Camp Joan Mier, Malibu, from Febru- 
ary 24 to March 1, 1998. This camp 
will provide ham radio instruction at all 
levels for persons with severe physical 
(not learning) disabilities and/or sensory 
impairments. 

The camp in 1998 will be FREE for 
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California residents who are going for a 
first ticket or upgrade. All normal care, 
food, lodging, and Amateur Radio in- 
struction for the session will be provided 
AT NO COST to the campers. 

If you or anyone you know is inter- 
ested, contact Jane Rova, Secretary, 
Courage HANDI-HAM System, 3915 
Golden Valley Road, Golden Valley, MN 
55422; (612) 520-0512; e-mail 
handiham@mitn.org 


ARRL Radio Coaches Program to 
Enhance Elmering 

Over the years in the pages of QST, 
countless letters and articles have been 
written about Elmers, those patient, in- 


TS-50S/TS-60S ie tansoriveriom 


* TS-50S + World's smatiest HF Transceiver 
+ 100W out. (S0W TS-60S, 50mHz only) 
|. FM 


* 12V Gen. Cov. AX, 6.4 Ihs., 7.16 x2.4 x 9.32" 
* 105¢b dynamic range, 100 Mems, 
+ Opt. ext. ant, tuners avaitabie (TS-50S only) 


Call Now For Our Low Pricing! 


TH-79A(D)awesour 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
510 Lawrence Expwy. #102 
(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 


OAKLAND, CA 94606 
2210 Livingston St. 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 


DJ-G5T_2waso 


+200 Mems. Clonabie 
+ Dual Rx, (VV of UU} 
= Built-in CTCSS 

+ Auto-Diales memories 


1C-706 urivar tanscerer 


= Channel Scope 
© 2.7W 2M, 2W 440 * 100W HF + 4.5w wiaptional battery 
. 7 V Optional * 100W 6 Meters CALL NOW FOR 
oe lore rire Mate LOW INTRO PRICE! 
* 82 Memories ! id 
 OTME Memories Call For Introductory Pricing! 


* Built-in CTCSS Enc./Dec. 
« User-Friendly Menu Sys. 


COAST TO COAST 


DX-7OT we tanscee 


TOOW 160-10 Mirs * 10W 6M, Gencov. Ax 
Full OSK. 100 Mems. * Compact. Remotable 
Dual VEO, 12V0C + 6.2 Ibs. 


CALL NOW FOR 

INTRO SPECIAL! 

TH-22AT 1C-775/DSP vz Tensei 

* 200W HF Transceiver » 10% memories 

Ultra Compact ° DSP built-in * Digital noise reduction 

© 2M HT, SW opt. * Digital automatic notch « Digital LPF and HPF 
+40 Memones + OSK. Digital CW filter « Built-in AC supply 
“Encode Built-In + Twin PBT » Duat watch 

CALL NOW! Call Now For The Ultimate Radio! 


FREE SHIPPING 

UPS - Most fems Over $100 
FT-5IR ET-50R 
2MedOmitz HT 2Mv4dOmbie Compact HT 
°2W standard + Alpha numepic display 
° prearatee Wide Band receive 
+ Aipha Numeric * Battery Saver 
= 120 Memories + 112 Memories FT-1000MP tit transceiver 
+ Spectrascooe * Mil-Spec saan 
= OTME Paging + HiSpeed scanning + Enhanced Digital Signal Processing 
“Coded SOL bustin Call For sbualRX 

Rapid Detiveries From Special Low * Collins $S8 filter built-in 
The Store Nearest To You! Pricing! introductory *100W. Power supply nuill-in 
ig Pricing! Call Now For Low Intro. Pricing! 
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spired souls who thoroughly enjoy bringing newcomers into 
the world of Amateur Radio. Now, the ARRL’s new Radio 
Coaches program takes Elmering to new levels. Through the 
Radio Coaches program, you and your fellow club members 
can become part of a national effort to better the lives of youth 
using Amateur Radio. And ARRL will provide the game plan 
and materials! 

Radio Coaches stems from the kickoff of America’s Prom- 
ise, the Alliance for Youth, a national campaign to improve the 
lives of the nation’s young people and put them on paths for 
brighter, more productive futures. 

The mission will be to give young people an ongoing rela- 
tionship with a caring adult and a marketable skill through ef- 
fective education. Amateur Radio will be our chief tool. 

Through Radio Coaches, we want to reinforce the idea that 
Amateur Radio is a “sport for the brain.” Ham radio provides 
not only a lifetime of enjoyment, but also, potentially, a life- 
time career. 

To get involved contact Radio Coaches, c/o Field Services 
Department, ARRL, 225 Main St., Newington CT, 06111; or 
e-mail coaches@arrl.org. Thanks, ARRL Letter, Nov. 14, 1997. 


Latest Congressional News 

Congress has recessed until at least Jan. 26, 1998. HR 
2369, the Wireless Privacy Enhancement Act, has been re- 
written to reflect the concerns of Amateur Radio operators, 
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volunteer fire fighters, scanner enthusiasts, and others. The 
ARRL worked with a coalition of other organizations to make 
sure your voice was heard on The Hill. 

One of the bill’s original cosponsors, Rep. Anna Eshoo (D- 
CA-14th) praised Mr. Tauzin for listening to Amateur Radio 
concerns. 

S. 1350, just introduced by Sen. Leahy (D-VT) would give 
states and municipalities more leeway to regulate the construc- 
tion and location of commercial telecommunications, radio or 
television towers that “destroy the view from such homes, and 
reduce substantially the desire to live in such homes.” ARRL 
staff plans to meet with Sen. Leahy's staff. See DC Currents in 
Dec. QST, for more details. 


Call for New Ham Classes 

If you will let me know when and where classes are to be 
taught within the Pacific Division, I plan to post the class infor- 
mation on the Pacific Division WWW site. I will also make cer- 
tain that they are registered with Education Activities Dept. 
(EAD) at ARRL HQ. Training materials of all kinds are avail- 
able from EAD in ARRL HQ. Let's start out 1998 with a large 
group of new ham classes! 


Bruce MacKay, KF6JLP, New Volunteer Counsel 
Bruce MacKay, KF6JLP, joins the ranks of the Volunteer 
Counsels in the Pacific Division. Bruce works in Redwood City, 
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q Your Contra Costa Ham Radio Headquarters | 


A.E.A. Interfaces, TNCs, & Antennas 
Ameco Books, Code Keys & Oscillators 
Amphenol Coax Connectors 
Astron Regulated Power Supplies 
ARRL License Manuals, Repeater Directories 
Reference Guides 
Avanti/Antenna Specialist “On Glass” Antennas 
WS5SYI Study Guides & Software 
Bencher Paddles 
Ramsey Do It Yourself Kits 
Bearcat/Uniden Scanners 
Butternut Antennas 


Callbooks, CD ROMs, Modification Books 
Carol/Columbia Coax Cable 
Cushcraft VAF & UHF Antennas 
Hustler Mobile Antennas 
Gordon West Books and Practice Tapes 
Larsen VHF & UHF Mobile Antennas and Mounts 
MFJ Keyers, Tuners, TNCs, Switches & Accessories 
Mirage VHF & UHF Amplifiers 
Wm. Nye Code Keys & Oscillators 
PC Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Transmitters 
Van Gordon Antennas, Insulators & Wire 
Yaesu HF, VHF & UHF Transceivers & Accessories 


Antenna Masts 
Guy Wire 
Mast Bases 
Wire Clamps 


Copper Wire 
Baluns 


HT Antennas 
Scanner Books 


Code+Theory Software 
SWR Meters 

Ground Rods 

Coax Patch Cords 

Mic Plugs/Connectors 
PL-259s, BNC and “N” 
Headphones 


Magnetic Ant Bases Scanner Antennas 
Trunk mounts 
Ball Mounts 

Gutter Mounts 


Code Oscillators 


Radio Publications 
Radio Handbooks 
Spectrum Charts 


Egg Insulators 
Dog Bone Insulators 


Center Insulators Operating Manuals 


1839 East Street 
Concord, CA 94520 
(510) 685-7388 
Mon - Fri, 10:00 - 5:30, Sat: 9:00 - 4:00 
In downtown Concord between Willow Pass Road and Concord Blvd. 
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CA. Welcome, Bruce. 


Fred Fowler, KE6EPM, Wins Seat 
on Sunnyvale City Council 

The Nov. 4 election resulted in Fred 
Fowler, KE6EPM, becoming a new 
Sunnyvale, CA, City Councilman. He 
joins Joel Gambord, KT6J, who won a 
seat on the Monte Sereno City Council 
in 1996. 


WRC 97 Wraps Up in Geneva 

The 1997 World Radio-communica- 
tion Conference concluded its talks in the 
early morning hours of November 21 in 
Geneva, Switzerland. Amateur Radio 
survived WRC-97 largely unscathed, but 
the stage has been set for renewed spec- 
trum battles at WRC-99. 

The Little LEOs (non-voice, non-geo- 
stationary mobile satellite interests)-- 
which put a huge scare into the ham ra- 
dio community in 1996 with their pro- 
posals to share ham radio VHF and UHF 
bands—were unable to muster much sup- 
port for new allocations at WRC-97. 
However, they came away with up to 3 
MH of additional spectrum on a regional 
basis, in the bands between 454 and 460 
MH. The Little LEOs also got a resolu- 
tion calling for urgent studies in prepa- 
ration for WRC-99—what some at the 
conference called “a hunting license” for 
additional VHF/UHF spectrum. A sec- 
ond issue that will recur at WRC-99 is 
finding a place in the 420-470 MHz fre- 
quency range for the Earth Exploration 
Satellite Service (EESS). Synthetic aper- 
ture radars (SARs) using frequencies in 
this range are said to be capable of pen- 
etrating the rain forest for mapping pur- 
poses. 

Two significant ham radio-related is- 
sues failed to make the cut for consider- 
ation at WRC-99. For budgetary reasons, 
the WRC-97 delegates had to limit the 
WRC-99 agenda only to the most urgent 
issues. Pushed back to the tentative 
agenda for WRC-2001 were the possible 
realignment of the 40 meter band to re- 
solve a conflict between hams and broad- 
casters in part of the band (along with 
possible expansion of broadcasting bands 
between 4 and 10 MHz), and Article S25 
of the international radio regulations. 
Article $25 contains the international 
regulations specific to the Amateur and 
Amateur-Satellite Services, including the 
Morse code requirement for operation 
below 30 MHz. 

WRC-97 delegates approved a reso- 
lution (called the Convention on Disas- 
ter Communications) encouraging ad- 


ministrations to facilitate the use of ham 
radio and other “decentralized means of 
communications” (including satellites) for 
disaster mitigation and relief operations. 
This resolution eliminated the need for 
Resolution 640, which defined how cer- 
tain ham bands could be used for inter- 
national disaster communications by non- 
amateur stations, so Resolution 640 was 
suppressed. (The term “suppressed” in 
this context means that the Resolution 
was deleted and will no longer be in force. 
It has gone away!) 

WRC-97 delegates did agree to up- 
grade the Earth Exploration Satellite 
Service from secondary to primary at 
1215 to 1300 MHz, which should have 
only minimal impact on amateur use of 
1240-1300 MHz. The presence of EESS 
there also reduces the possibility that 
other, less-compatible services might later 
be introduced into this band. 

In other allocation decisions, amateur 
satellite segments were not included 
among allocations for wind profiler ra- 
dars. Except for a worldwide primary al- 
location at 1270 to 1295 MHz, the only 
specific allocations for wind profiler ra- 
dars are in Region 1 (Europe and Africa), 
and those are on a secondary basis. Re- 
gion 2 (North and South America) ad- 
ministrations were urged to implement 
wind profilers in radiolocation bands at 
440 to 450 MHz, 904 to 928 MHz (pro- 
tecting the lower, weak-signal segment), 
1270 to 1295 MHz (protecting amateur 
satellite and weak-signal), and 1300 to 
1375 MHz. 

The delegates agreed that the bands 
420 to 435 MHz or 438 to 440 MHz 
could be considered for use in situations 
where there was incompatibility between 
wind profiler radars and other radio ap- 
plications at 440 to 450 MHz or 470 to 
494 MHz (only in some Region 1 coun- 
tries). In this case, too, the amateur-sat- 
ellite segment is protected. 

Several Region 1 (primarily European) 
countries deleted footnoted exceptions 
to the international table of allocations 
in the 1810 to 1830 kHz range, expand- 
ing the usability of 160 meters for ham 
radio. North Korea was persuaded to 
drop its bid for footnoted exceptions to 
the allocations table that could have af- 
fected some ham radio bands in that part 
of the world. 

Amateur Radio was represented at 
WRC-97 by a multinational team of In- 
ternational Amateur Radio Union offi- 
cials, including Secretary Larry Price, 
W4RA, Vice President Michael Owen, 
VK3KI, and Region 1 Vice Chairman 


Wojciech Nietyksza, SP5FM. They were 
assisted for a time by Tafa Diop, 6W1KI, 
and Eduardo Estrada, HC2EE, who are 
members of their respective regional 
executive committees. Numerous radio 
amateurs attended the conference in of- 
ficial capacities on behalf of their national 
administrations, including ARRL Tech- 
nical Relations Manager Paul Rinaldo, 
WARI, who served on the US delegation. 
In all, 1801 delegates from 142 coun- 
tries registered at the conference. An- 
other 141 observers from regional and 
international organizations also attended. 
Thanks: ARRL Letter, W1AW Bulle- 
tin, and Larry Price, W4RA, ARRL 
International Vice President. 


Ramblings from the Editor 
By Jerry Gardner, W6UV 


Christmas is just around the corner 
and the new year is not far behind. I hope 
you all had a good 1997 and wish ev- 
eryone a merry Christmas and happy 
new year! 

What a great year 1997 turned out 
to be! While December 12 marks the 2nd 
anniversary of the Mt. Diablo tower col- 
lapse, the phoenix has risen from the 
ashes! The repeater coverage is better 
than it’s ever been, even in southern 
Contra Costa County! In fact, the cover- 
age is so good I replaced the 5/8-wave 
antenna on my car with a 1/4-wave and 
haven't noticed any significant difference. 
Let’s hope the new tower is more wind- 
resistant than the last one! 

Solar activity is finally starting to climb 
as the sun moves into cycle 23. The 10.7 
cm solar flux has been above 100 for 
the last few weeks and many of the 
higher frequency bands are starting to 
open up for the first time in years! Now’s 
the time to start getting ready for the 
great propagation yet to come. If your 
license doesn’t allow access to the HF 
bands, now’s the time to think about 
upgrading. 

The Carrier is rather thin this month, 
don’t you think? Not much more than 
meeting minutes and filler, really. I hate 
to keep harping on this subject, but a 
club this size (the largest in California) 
has to have a few writers willing to con- 
tribute material to their club’s newslet- 
ter. If the situation gets much worse, I'll 
be able to send out the Carrier as a post- 
card. 

That’s all for now. Have a great holi- 
day season and see you all in the new 
year. 
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NETS 


W6CX Nets Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets. 
APRS Net ~ Tuesdays 1930 Hours Thursdays, 1900 Hours ; 
147.060/+ (100 pl} Central County 145.680 Simplex 
Net Control: Barry, KC6WYA dim Brunk*, N6BHX 
Phone.Net Thursdays 1930 Hours (510) 372-8248 
'147.060/+ (100 pl) East County 146.535 Simplex 
Net Control: Jay Caldis, KT6Y dim Tittle*, KC6SOE 
ATV Net Thursdays 2000 Hours (510) 432-3220 
Net Control: Mike Burke, KB6RMT South County 146.355/+ (100 pl) 
Alternate: Sylvia, KC6YJV ae: Ed Ritchie*, K6SFD 
Youth Net Thursdays 1900 Hours (510) 837-3265 
147.060/+ (100 pl) _ . |. West County 145.1107 
Net Control: deff Burke, KEGYAW ~ SPs 8 Rich:Parker*  KD6JCT . 
“4 Eh ~~ (510) 237- 2777 a 
Gone Costa County Bmeideiey Services HF Net 
First Thursday following first Wednesday, 2000 Hours, 3.895 QSY to 147.735/- at 1920 Hours 
MH. Net Control: Richard Shappee, WA5HQJ Meeting of all County ARES/RACES Nets 
Sam Lipson, District Emergency Coordinator, KO6JR 
Sheriff’s Amateur Radio Communications Team (510) 229-5705 
Clay Yale, N6YBQ 
(510) 228-8223 * Assistant District Emergency Coordinator 


MN Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
Stoliday Farty 
December 17th at 6:00 pin 


Contra Costa Country Club 
501 Golf Club Koad, ee Still 


Dress Code: No T-Shirts 


SIS ‘for Adults 
SS ‘for O4ildren 


Main Dish 


Adults: Hazelnut Chicken Dreast atta Mandarin Orange and. Kosemary Stuffi Ing 
Children: Chicken Stups 


No-~Htost Bar at 6pm 
Dinner at Zpm 


Contact George Koush, WA6OFH 
I10-682-0912 
Before December 11th 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


December 8 7:30 pm MDAEC Board Meeting Baker’s Square, Concord 

December 17 6:00 pm MDARC Holiday Party Contra Costa Country Club 
801 Golf Club Rd., Pleasant Hill 

December 28 January Carrier Deadline 

January 4 7:00 am-Noon Livermore Swapmeet ; Las Positas College, Livermore 


1st Sunday every month 


The Carrier BULK RATE 
Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club = ee 
EO Sea ee ss 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


Address Correction Requested 


MDAKC Holiday Party: December 17 


